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’ MEMORANDUM

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD ¯ CENTRAL VALLEY REGION
3443 Routicr Road, Suite A Phon=: (916) 255-3000
Sacrmncnto, CA 9582%3098 ~: 8-494-3000

To: Carol Howe From: Jerry Bruns, Cltief
CALFED Standards, Polici~ and Special

Studies Section

Date: 25 April 1997 Signature:~ ~^^ ~/
Subject: Ecosystem W~er Quality ~’m~¢t Subcommittee

On I6 April, l,met with Terry Barry, LP. Cativicla and Stove Murrill to make recommendations
regarding ecosystczn wa~r quality targeLs. Tn grneral, our recommendation was that CALF15D should
uso Basin Plan objectives (Region 2 or Region 5, as appropriate) and US EPA promulgated National
Toxics Rule or soon to bc promulgated California Toxics Rule standards. This would provide water
column reference targets for the DoRa and both dyers for cadmium, copper, mercury, selenium, DDT,
PCBs, Toxaphene, ammonia, dissolved oxygen and turbidRy. For fish tissue, wc recommend using the
bIAS guidance numbers. This would provide tissue targcLs for mercury, DDT, PCBs, and Toxaphen¢.
Wo did not make a recommendation regarding appropriam selenium ti.qsue target levels. There is no
NAS guidanco criteria for selenium. The San I.uis Drain Reuse Technical Advisory Committee has
recommended selenium ecological risk guidelines tbr tissue that may be appropriate.

The Regional Board is in th~ pfoce,ss of developing a water quality objective for carbofuran. In
conformance with the previously staled rationale, when "adopted, the objective would be an approprlatc
|argeL We were unable to reach a conscnst~s on what ~arget values would be appropriaze for diazimm
and chlorpyritbs.

Wc did not make any recommendation regarding sediment targets. Thcrc arc no Basin Plan objectives or
US EPA s "tandards. Scdimcnt int’ormadon has b~n collected from the Ormg. Lakes and in San
Francisco Bay that may be useful in screening for potential problems in the Delta. We should evaluate
this information and consider developing critcria that would be appropriate tbr the Delta.

For unknown toxicity, the narrative statemenUs in the Basin Plans should bc used. Thcsc both essentially
say thal. R)xics shall not bc prc~¢nt in toxic amounr.~.

Please call me at 9 ! 6-255-3093 if you have any questions about our recommendations.

co: J.P. Cativi¢la. California Rice Indusa’y Assoc.
Terry Barry, Department of Pesticide Regulation
Steve Murril], Stcvc Mural11 and Co.
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